February 20, 1958

Prof. H. Pstterson
Geophysical Departmsnt
Snirsrsity of Bawall
T. He

Desr Prof. Petterson:

I have juast noted yowr zrticle on the acoretion of coamic dust
in the February 1 Nature. You may think 1t atrange to have 1 sommuni-

caticn from a genetdcist, but I beliave the enclosed memoranduam will
axnlain the basls of it.

May I enjuire just how much air you did convenlently sample on
£ilter? 1 am intarestsd in the poasibilily of some studies on such
3amples as a preliminary to more presumptuous investigations. Would
you care %o discuss the exchange of samples for microblological analysis?
Of course, any positive results in this Pasteurian type of experiment
wonld ba highly questioasble but thsy might help to zasess ths dlffi-
enltiaes in planning mere ambitious {exira-terrestrirl) oxpsriments.

I would meonwhilo sppreciate the favor of a reprint of your article,
sl raferences to your other publications that might be helpful.

Yours sincsraly,

Joshua iLederberg
Professor of ltodical Genetica

JI./”

encl ,

P. 8. \lgderntand your figures correctly, the flux is about
50 mg l(‘ Is that right?



